
From Fr. Vin: Comments on the Financial Report 
As you can see from the financial report, we took just over $88,000 out of our savings to pay our bills 
this past year (September ’08-August -09).  Part of that gap is because we moved the parish Bazaar 
back to September and so didn’t receive the profit from that before August 31 – but that’s no more than 
a quarter of our budget gap.  Ministry leaders have cut wherever possible – we spent $150,000 less 
than we budgeted; but the income wasn’t there to support even that spending. 

Simply put, we can’t go on this way. 

As I wrote last week, sacrificial giving is not primarily a matter of money – it’s a matter of love.  (The 
context was the story of the “poor widow” in St. Luke’s Gospel.)  And so I ask you to consider before 
God: How much do you love the work God is doing through the church and through Our Lady of Grace 
– and how much do you love what more we could do if we had greater resources? 

I know that some of you are doing all you can just to survive in this harsh economic climate.  Please 
don’t feel guilty for not giving more if you’re doing all you can.  But others of us (and I include myself) 
are more fortunate: we have what we need to live on, and maybe even a little more.  But I’m not asking 
you to give out of your surplus funds. 

We don’t just give our surplus when we love – we give from our substance: time, energy, attention, 
money.  We consider the support of our loves to be necessities, not an option for when there’s 
something left over.  Some of you reading this do give generously and from your substance; but some 
seem not to be at that point yet. 

So I ask everyone to consider these things: 

 Everything we have is given to us by God in trust, to do God’s work in the world; 

 God will ask us for an account of how faithful we have been as managers of His gifts; 

 Young people and poor people are a special focus of God’s concern, and have tremendous 
needs in our parish and in our society as well as all over the world; 

 We have an opportunity to do God’s work through the church that God has given us the gift of 
membership in. 

How does one act responsibly with God’s gifts?  Here are a few suggestions: 

 Plan your giving as a necessary item, just as you would your car payment or mortgage or 
student loan; give a fixed amount each week or month; 

 Consider using electronic funds transfers (contact the parish for how) to manage your giving (if 
you carry a credit card balance do not use a credit card, however); 

 When making a major purchase, buy less than you can afford (a simpler car, a smaller house, a 
more modest vacation) so that you have the ability to care for others in the name of Christ with 
the excess; 

 Set a weekly benchmark for your giving: if you are at the margins financially, perhaps the cost of 
a movie ($10).  Otherwise, perhaps the value of an hour of your labor; 

 Talk at home with spouse and with any children who have their own income about what each 
should contribute to the work of the church, based on ability; 

 Pray for the growth of a spirit of good stewardship in yourself and in others; 

 Remember that our giving is a measure of our love; to be able to care for others in Christ’s 
name is at root a privilege, not a burden. 

 
























