Our Lady of Grace
Roman Catholic Church

Our Mission: We change lives through the Risen Christ
By Prayer

By Presence

We pray every day for the
success of our parish’s
mission as well as for
our own intentions.

By Witness
We love God and
neighbor each day.

We join our communion of
faith for Mass every Sunday
for mutual support and for
the grace God offers us.

By Support
We share our gifts and we
encourage one another.

We Celebrate the Eucharist
Vigil of Sunday: 5:00pm Saturday Evening
Sunday: 8:00am, 10:00am (Children’s Liturgy of the Word),
And12:00 Noon (Choir)
Weekdays: Monday – Friday 8:00am and 9:00am  Saturday 8:00am
Holy Days: See inside
666 Albin Avenue, West Babylon, New York 11704
Parish Office (631) 587-5185 Fax (631) 587-1427
Faith Formation Office (631) 661-9353
Parish Social Ministry Office (631) 661-9354
Day Care Office (631) 422-4681
www.ourladyofgrace.net parish@ourladyofgrace.net

May 5, 2019  Third Sunday of Easter

Worship This Coming Week
Mon.
May 6
8:00
9:00
Tue.
May 7
8:00
9:00
Wed.
May 8
8:00
9:00

Easter Weekday
Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29
Stephanie Pryce
Larry Konicke
Easter Weekday
Acts 7:51—8:1a/Jn 6:30-35
Margaret Grillo
Nicholas Alfiero
Easter Weekday
Acts 8:1b-8/Jn 6:35-40
Special Intention
Ralph DiDomenico (10 Anniv.)

Thu.
May 9
8:00
9:00
Fri.
May 10
8:00
9:00
Sat.
May 11
8:00

Easter Weekday
Acts 8:26-40/Jn 6:44-51
Soccorso Roberto
John Mirabelli (8 Anniv.)
Easter Weekday
Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59
Theresa Calcanes and Rita Costello
Louis Tilleli
Easter Weekday
Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:60-69
Humberto Valquez (1 Anniv.),
Regina Braun (5 Anniv.)

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 4:00pm, Presiders: Fr. Gabriel and Fr. Vin

Worship for Sunday, May 12, 2019
Fourth Sunday of Easter

5:00pm
8:00am
10:00am
12:00pm
1:30pm

Presiding

We pray at this Mass especially for

Fr. Gius
Fr. Gius
Fr. Vin
Fr. Gabriel
Fr. Vin

People of the Parish
Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance
Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance
Mother’s Day Mass Remembrance
For Persons with Disabilities

The Sacrament of Baptism
Baptisms are celebrated throughout the year. Call the
Parish Office for more information or to schedule an
appointment for a Baptism interview. This should be
done as soon as practicable.

The Sacrament of Matrimony

Second Banns: Kristina Edley – Daniel Varricchio
(St. Pius X; Middletown, CT.)
Arrangements for marriage should be made as soon as
possible, but not less than six months prior to the
intended wedding date.

The Sacrament of the
Anointing of the Sick
This sacrament is celebrated each Saturday during the
8:00am Mass for those facing surgery or those
with major disorders. Other arrangements may be made
by calling the Parish Office.

Becoming a Catholic  Completing Initiation
as a Catholic
Any adult, teen, or child older than age seven who is
interested in becoming a Catholic or in completing the
Sacraments of Initiation as a Catholic (Baptism,
Confirmation, Communion), is invited to contact the
Parish Office.

Regular Devotions:
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mondays from
2pm to 9pm except holidays or when noted.
Miraculous Medal Novena with Rosary: Mondays
following the 8am and 9am Masses.
Holy Face of Jesus: Hour of Reparation First Friday
after 9am Mass.
Padre Pio Prayer Group: Second Tuesday of each
month at 7:30pm.
Scripture Sharing: Every Tuesday at 9:30am (except
during July and August).
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Our Parish Communion
This week:
Monday, May 6: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 2-9pm.
Tuesday, May 7: Scripture Sharing 9:30am. Youth Ministry 7pm.

Next week:
Monday, May 13: Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 2-9pm.
Tuesday, May 14: Scripture Sharing 9:30am. Youth Ministry 7pm.
Padre Pio 7:30pm.

Upcoming:
Sunday, May 19: Family Ministry Spring Tea, 1:00pm to 4:00pm.
Thursday, May 30: Ascension Thursday (Holy Day of Obligation).
Masses at 5:30 pm Wednesday (vigil), 8am, 9am, and 7:30pm.
Sunday, June 9: Pentecost Sunday. Masses at usual weekend times.

Daily Mass Intentions:
The parish Mass book for Mass intentions from July 1, 2019, through
June 30, 2020, will be opened when we have information from the
diocese regarding the priest staff in O.L. of Grace after June. We are
awaiting information on the replacement of Fr. Gius, who has been
appointed pastor in Ss. Cyril & Methodius to begin June 26.

Meet Our New Pastor, Fr. Joseph Davanzo
Fr. Joe grew up in St. Clare’s parish in Rosedale, Queens, across from
St. Clare’s School, which he attended. Upon graduation from St. John’s
University with a B.S. in accounting, Fr. Joe became a CPA. Bishop
McGann ordained Fr. Joe in 1997 and assigned him to St. Hugh of
Lincoln in Huntington Station, where he served with Fr. Vin for five
years. He went on to serve St. Joseph’s in Kings Park and St. Agnes
Cathedral in Rockville Centre. In 2007 Bishop Murphy named Fr. Joe
pastor of Christ the King and in 2019 to replace Fr. Vin when he retires
as pastor at Our Lady of Grace (effective June 26). Please welcome
him!

Our Pastoral Council
Mrs. Lee Abseck
Mr. Ralph Fiorillo
Ms. Mary Ellen McEntee
Mr. James Nevins
Ms. Maria Russello-Chetti
Ms. Lucy Sanchez
Ms. Haydee Santini
Mrs. Kathleen Scheid
Mrs. Concetta Whelan

Our Finance Council
Mr. Richard Korcz (Trustee)
Mr. Leonardo LoCricchio
Ms. Debra Nicosia
Mr. Joseph Salzone
Mr. Robert Scharf (Trustee)
Mr. Thomas Villella

Our Ministries
Ministries of Worship
Msgr. Vincent Rush, Pastor
Rev. Gabriel Miah, Associate
Rev. Gius Garcia, Associate
Deacon Brian Miller
Deacon Irwin Saffran
Mr. Terence Purtell, Director of
Music

Parish Social Ministry
Mrs. Ann Kristoffersen,
Coordinator

Ministries with Children
and Families
Mrs. Peggy Harnisch, Director
Ms. Jeanmarie Florio, Day Care
Director
Mrs. Tischa Stanley, Angel Care
Coordinator
Ms. Doreen Scalise, Kids of the
Kingdom / Summer Fun
Coordinator

Ministries of
Administration
Parish Services, Finance
Mr. James Pisano, Facilities
Manager
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As I See It
By Fr. Vin
“…a Great Multitude, Which No One Could Count.” (What Really Matters, VII)
I, John, had a vision of a great multitude, which no one could count, from every nation… Then one of the
Elders said to me, “These are the ones who have … washed their robes and made them white in the blood of
the Lamb. … God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
Rev. 7:9-17, today’s second Reading
In today’s passage, John turns away from his diagnosis of current events (namely, the idolatrous nature of the
claims the Roman Empire was making on its inhabitants, including the early Christians) toward the result of
faithful discipleship: “God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” Remember that these tears are not
limited to the sadness that accompanies the ordinary losses of every life: John writes to encourage people who
have lost jobs to discrimination; possessions to confiscation; family members to imprisonment, torture, and
exile; perhaps even their own lives for refusing to assent to the claims Rome was making for their fealty.
Discipleship, for John, is first of all a yes – to the Risen Christ, Lamb who died and now dies no more; followed
by a no – to every other claim to ultimate obedience; and then another yes – to whatever hardship comes as a
result of that yes and no.
I’m convinced that one of the reasons our Church is weak is that we’ve focused on the first “yes” – to faith in
Christ – without an equal focus on the “no” – the analysis of our current situation and its fallen state, including
the subtle but powerful threats to true discipleship that inhere in our situation. We’re comfortable with the
language of personal holiness, but not with the language of social analysis and critique. As the Brazilian
bishop Dom Helder Camara (1909-1999) used to say, “When I give food to the poor, they call me a saint; when
I ask why the poor have no food, they call me a Communist.” To ask “why the poor have no food” is rarely
taught in faith formation as a question equally important with “why we go to Mass on Sunday.” Revelation
celebrates the people who have learned to ask such questions and to answer them – sometimes at the cost of
their lives.1 “These are the ones who have…washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.”
This is why we need to reread Revelation: to be reminded what clear-sighted discipleship looks like. To be
reminded that every generation of disciples is tempted to idolatry by the Powers of its age. For John’s
churches, it was the pinch of incense offered in the Roman temples (insignificant standing alone, but
symbolically a mark of fealty to Rome’s claim to be the ultimate ruler of all things). For us often, it’s letting our
lives be shaped by our culture’s visions of success, of “the good life,” of “the way things work,” of the necessity
and acceptability of violence sometimes (the death penalty, abortion, wars of choice); of what it’s worth
investing our time and attention in (“reality” TV? social media gossip? “shopping therapy”?); of the inevitability
of the gap between rich and poor (not just in our nation but around the world). We – mercifully – do not face
the sort of violent persecution that it is estimated 100 million Christians do today. Instead, we face subversion
from within, through blindness to the misleading messages we are surrounded with. It may even be more
difficult for us than it was for John’s first hearers. Being led to the altar by a Roman soldier and told “Offer the
incense or suffer the consequences” had at least the merit of being a clear and unmistakable moment of
decision. The choices we face are more subtle and ambiguous. Having never been taught how to see clearly
what we must say a “no” to, our discipleship is hobbled.
The voices that teach us a disciples’ “no” are often celebrated when they are safely in the past but condemned
or ignored by contemporaries: We admire St. Francis of Assisi for giving away his possessions but resist calls
to give more ourselves so that the poor of the world can be fed. Few Catholic Americans listened to Saint John
Paul II when he called the invasion of Iraq immoral, preferring to believe the messages of “realistic” pundits and
politicians. Even to discover those voices, so as to hear and judge what they have to say, can be difficult since
they hardly get wide notice in secular media except to be mocked as unrealistic or irrational. We need John’s
reminder that discipleship rests on a “yes” and on a “no”; and that acceptance of the suffering that this “no”
often involves will be met with a “welcome” from the Lamb, who will wipe every tear from our eyes. Until next
week, peace.

1

The process for the Church formally to declare Dom Helder a saint began in 2015.
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Faith Formation
Faith Formation Office Hours
The Faith Formation Office is open daily from 9:00am to 5:00pm. We are available by appointment
evenings and weekends.

FORMED
Opening the Word:
Would you like a way to prepare for Sunday Mass? Or perhaps reflect on the Sunday readings? Try
Opening the Word on FORMED. Through a short video clip each week, learn more about the readings
through insights given by presenters from the Augustine Institute. If you are looking for a more in-depth
experience, use the Personal Prayer Journals provided for each week for further reflection.
Especially for Easter!
Brother Francis: He is Risen! In this episode, Brother Francis celebrates Christ’s Resurrection while
sharing important points in Christ’s life, including the events of Holy Week.
Faith Formation News
As our Faith Formation year winds down here are some recent things we’ve been doing! Our Level 4
students have spent this year learning about the Ten Commandments. The year was highlighted by class
projects, mostly short movies made by each class to show their learning of the Commandments. Families
were invited in to see the productions. They were wonderful!
Our Level 5 students have been studying the Sacraments and are finishing the year making a
Resurrection Garden to take home and watch grow. During this class, we also spoke in depth about the
Jesus death and resurrection.
Our Confirmation students are finishing their formal formation with a special lesson on the Triduum and
Easter. Once again, we’ve had a busy yet wonderful year!
If you would like to help in any way in our Faith Formation Program, we are in need of Catechists
(teachers), hall monitors or people who can help in other ways throughout the year. Call the Faith
Formation Office at 631-661-9353.

Registration is open
Registration is open now for the 2019-2020 Faith Formation year! Our early incentive period is from now
until August 1, 2019. The schedule will be changing slightly this year, so early registration ensures the
choice of class days and times you want. Remember, all tuition from this year must be paid in order for
next year’s registration to be processed. Also, all classes and work must be completed.

Journey – Middle School Youth Ministry
Where: Our Lady of Grace R. C. Church
Who: All Middle Schoolers in Grades 6, 7, and 8
Time: 7:00 to 9:00pm, Room 212
When: May 5 and 22
What is Middle School Youth Ministry?
It’s games, music, food and talking about our faith in a fun way and talking about the issues important to
you. You come when you can!
Why not give it a try?
Any questions email Colleen and Joe at MSYM@ourladyofgrace.net
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Parish Social Ministry
CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING
In his Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate, Pope Francis uses the Beatitudes to reflect on our
response to God’s call to holiness in today’s world:
Hunger and thirst are intense experiences. There are those who desire justice and year for righteousness
with similar intensity. Jesus says that they will be satisfied, for sooner or later justice will come. We can
cooperate to make that possible, even if we may not always see the fruit of our efforts.
How any people suffer injustice, standing by powerlessly while others divvy up the good things of this life.
Some give up fighting for real justice and opt to follow in the train of the winners. This has nothing to do
with the hunger and thirst for justice that Jesus praises.
True justice comes about in in people’s lives when they themselves are just in their decisions; it is
expressed in their pursuit of justice for the poor and the weak. If we give the word too general a meaning,
we forget that it is shown especially in justice towards those who are most vulnerable.
May is Older Americans’ Month
It seems that the older we become the more we appreciate life, and the more we want to share that
awareness. In a letter that he wrote to older people in 1999, Saint John Paul ll told them, “The Church still
needs you.” He went on to call later life a “time for commitment to the service of our brothers and sisters
in charity.” We thank the many older adults who have accepted the responsibility to undertake some form
of service to others. In addition to being a strength for their families, the parish community is indebted to
them for their wisdom and experience. The Christian Vocation has no retirement age!!
Mothers’ Day
Don’t forget Mothers’ Day Carnation sale and Baby Shower for the benefit of Birthright on May 12.
Unwrapped gifts will be accepted by the members of Birthright and the Respect All Life Committee.
What is Birthright? Birthright is a confidential, non-profit, non-sectarian volunteer service offering at no
charge: Pregnancy tests, layettes, maternity clothes and referrals for reduced medical fees. They
continue to support new mothers with formula, food and diapers. Birthright offers a positive alternative to
abortion. Please purchase a carnation and help support this ministry.
For the Help Hotline, call - 800-550-4900 / 7 days a week, 24 hours a day.
Hope for Youth – May 11, 2019 Heckscher State Park , East Islip – 9am - 2019 Run For Hope 5K
Run, walk or volunteer for Hope For Youth’s annual Run For Hope 5K on Saturday, May 11, at Heckscher
State Park in East Islip. This year’s Run For Hope will be benefiting Homeless Youth on Long Island.
The funds raised will support education, recreation and mental health services as well as outreach
activities.
The Hope For Youth Shelter provides a safe, supportive and secure environment for all Suffolk County
youth between the ages of 12 and 20 who find themselves in crisis and need a haven. The Runaway and
Homeless Shelter is a co-ed, short term, nine-bed facility. The shelter provides a safe and therapeutic
environment to assess the safety, medical and treatment needs of the youth. The goal of this program is
to plan with the family for reunification when appropriate and/or other more permanent resources that can
provide permanent housing to the youth.
For more information and to register, visit HFYNY.org/runforhope.
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Parish News
You Are Invited
On Friday, May 24, 2019, you are cordially invited to the 49th Annual celebration of St. Padre
Pio’s birthday here at Our Lady of Grace, beginning at 7pm with the Rosary, followed by the
crowning of the Blessed Mother. At 7:30pm, we will celebrate the Mass. Following the Mass,
there will be veneration of 1st Class Relic of St. Padre Pio. For further information, please call
631-587-5185.

Calendar Raffle Winners
The Calendar Raffle Tickets for July through December of 2019 are in the mail. If you have not receive
these tickets, please come into the Parish Office or give us a call, and we will mail them out to you. This is
a wonderful way to support Our Lady of Grace, and it only costs $25 for one ticket that lasts six months. If
you have questions, please give us a call; and we would be more than happy to help you.
4/29/19
511

4/30/19
576

5/1/19
596

5/2/19
130

5/3/19
398

5/4/19
274

5/5/19
329

Bishop Barres’s Easter Letter
Read Bishop Barres’s Easter letter on our parish website: https://www.ourladyofgrace.net/wpcontent/uploads/2019/04/Easter-JB.pdf.

Financial Stewardship Report
September 1, 2018, through March 31, 2019
Sunday offering target: $13,195 per week
Target: $409,045
Collections: $409,196
Over target by $151
Palm Sunday
Target: $15,000
Collections to date: $11,864
Easter Sunday
Target:$36,000
Collections to date: $30,683
(We expect more Easter donations to be received)
A complete financial report for FY2018 is on the parish website,
www.ourladyofgrace.net.
Many thanks to our generous sacrificial givers!
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Ministries with Children and Families
What is Family Life Ministry?
Family Life Ministry came out of the need and desire we all have for community. Would you like to get to
know the people you worship with each week? We host a monthly breakfast after the 10:00 Mass where
we gather for a light breakfast and can sit and meet some new people or bring the family for a nice break
before we get busy for the day! If you attend another Mass we would still love you to join us. Everyone is
welcome, whether you are a family of many or a family of one!
We also offer several events during the year that are both spiritual and social. In addition we meet
monthly to plan these events. We meet on Monday evenings, but if you’d like to help and can’t be at our
meetings, contact us – we still want you involved!
Our next meeting will be May 13, 2019, at 7:30pm

VBS Save the date!
Vacation Bible School 2019 – An Out of This World Experience!
Monday, July 8, 2019, to Friday, July 12, 2019.
Registration form is on our website and in the Faith Formation Office!

Sight and Sound trip to see JESUS! - Hosted by Our Lady of Grace Family Life Ministry
Come and see JESUS at Sight and Sound Theatre in Lancaster, PA! We will travel by coach bus on
Saturday, June 8, 2019, to see the acclaimed production of JESUS at Sight and Sound. The bus will leave
at 7am from Our Lady of Grace back parking lot. Upon arrival, we will have lunch at Good ‘n’ Plenty
Restaurant. We will then attend the 3pm show. Afterward, we will return to Our Lady of Grace on the bus.
Price for everything is $150 per person - Call 631-661-9353 with questions or email:
mrchetti4olog@gmail.com for more information. Make checks payable to Maria Russello-Chetti.

Afternoon Tea
Sunday, May 19, 2019, from 1pm ‘til 4pm in PES Hall
We will have teas, crumpets, finger sandwiches, cookies, scones and more.
There will be many Raffle Baskets and a 50/50 Raffle. Raffle tickets will be sold at the event.
Cost is $10.00 in advance and $15.00 at the door. Feel free to bring your favorite hat and tea cup!
Come join us for a fun afternoon!
Tickets will be sold after all the Masses on the weekend of May 4 and 5, 2019, and also in the Faith
Formation Office whenever it is open!
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Parish News
Adult Community Garden Help Needed
Your help is really needed with spring arriving on March 20, so it’s not too early to
think about our Community Garden where we grow fresh veggies for distribution
through Parish Outreach. Sr. Alice will commute this season (5/19-10/19) and will
work with anyone interested in continuing this important ministry. Anyone interested
or who wishes more information is asked to leave his/her name and telephone at
PSM at 631-661-9354. Sr. Alice will contact you. Besides playing in the soil, we also learn much and
have fun. Join us.

Youth Ministry Update
Youth Ministry, 7:30pm, Tuesdays in Room 212/214. Teens 9th – 12th grade. Nothing to do
Tuesday nights? Room 212. Join us for faith, fun and fellowship!

OLOG Daycare
The new year has begun in daycare. We are making new friends and enjoying the old. We
have availability and would love to care for your little one. Please call us to set up a tour and
meet my warm, loving staff.
If you would like to join OLOG teaching staff, please call to set up an interview. We have
open positions from 12:30 – 6pm. Jeanmarie Florio, director, 631-422-4681.

Angel Care
Our Angel Care Program is up and running for the new year. If you would like information
about our program or would like to register your child, come down and pick up a registration
packet.

Kids of the Kingdom
Registration for this summer’s Kids of the Kingdom Program has begun between the hours of
2-6pm in Fr. Shanahan Hall. This action packed experience is open to children 5 through 12
years of age. Each day includes entertainment or a field trip and lots of fun. Kids of the
Kingdom runs for eight weeks during the summer from July 1 through August 23, 2019. The
day begins at 8:30am and concludes at 4:30pm. (We also offer an early drop off from 7:30-8:30am and an
aftercare from 4:30-5:30pm at an additional $5 per session used.) For more details, contact Doreen
Scalise at 631-893-6564 between the hours of 2 and 6pm Monday through Friday or via email at
pstanley@ourladyofgrace.net.

St. Padre Pio Prayer Group
This special group meets every second Tuesday of the month here at Our Lady of Grace Church at 7:30pm to
recite the Rosary and special prayers to St. Padre Pio. Come and join us and see what they are all about.
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Parish News
Spousal Bereavement Support
Survival is coping every day, day by day, moment by moment. Being alone and being lonely are two
different feelings. When you lose a spouse, you are plunged into roles you never expected. Single parent,
bread winner, bill payer, shopping, cooking, cleaning; you don’t share these any more. You are the only
provider for yourself. There is no distinction between men and women. They both have to learn new skills.
It becomes opposite of what you’re accustomed to. Cooking, cleaning, car inspection, toilet leak have to
be taken care of no matter who you are.
A bereavement support group is what helped me. Maybe it can help you. It costs nothing, and you can
share with others the same feeling of loss, the loneliness, and the changes you are now faced with.
We will be offering a bereavement support group which is an eight-week program that meets one day a
week for 90 minutes each time. My name and phone number and the co-facilitator are listed below. You’re
not going to know unless you try.
John Laszewski 631-874-0210 and Fran Kish 631-587-1578.

Mass Captains, Lectors and EMHCs – Schedule Change Requests Due
Mass Captains, Lectors, and EMHCs who wish to change their scheduled service for the July –
September 2019 period should let leadership know by e-mail no later than May 15 at
worship@ourladyofgrace.net. New schedules will be sent to you as soon as they can be
prepared. Thank you for your service to our people!
Fatima Day
The Shrine of Our Lady of the Island will celebrate Fatima Day on Monday, May 13, 2019.
Beginning at 10am with a procession and prayer at the Rosary Walk; then there will be
Mass at 11:30am, a presentation at 1:30pm and concluded with a Holy Hour at 3pm. Our
Lady of the Island is located at 258 Eastport Manor Road, Manorville. For further
information, please call
631-325-0661 or email at shrineoffice@optonline.net,
or visit the website: OurLadyoftheIsland.com.

News from the Knights of Columbus
21st Annual Life Center Pasta Dinner – The K of C of the 8th District will again show their
support for the Long Island Life Center on June 2 from 1 to 5pm in Fr. Shanahan Hall.
Tickets will be $15.00 PP for a delicious meal, HUGE CHINESE AUCTION, Beer, Wine
Soda, Dessert and an informative Guest Speaker. Please contact Tom @ 631 445-3253 for
tickets and information.
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